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» youareinstantly transported
I - toajungle where wild things
await you, as you enter the
heady, luxe Tipsy Tiger —the new
concept bar and club in Sector V—
then the interiors of the venue play
an important role in imbibing that
feeling Spread acrosstwolevels and
9,000 sq ft, Tipsy Tiger is divided into
multiple zones that allow guests to
choose between private and cosy
areas and aspace where youcan let
your hair down as well. Designed by
Rakhee Jain (inset), it fuses her
Calcutta-meets-London sensibilities
to create the luxeden with an edgy
mood board. Look around and you
will see locally sourced elements
such as railings from old north
Calcutta houses, shola work and the
quintessential Bengali chequered

flooring. But Rakhee then went on to
merge these with Roberto Cavalli
wallpapers, quirky lamp-holders, a
seating inside amakeshift cage,
selfie-worthy washrooms and some
state-of the-artlighting (by Kunal
Singh). Right design and a great F&B.
“umake what Tipsy Tiger strives
_an excitingiew party space.
 tells us more about designing

«t was the brief for this place
and what was your vision for it?
When we initially started, thebrief

RAKHEE JAIN ON DESIGNING TIPSY TIGER'S GLAM INTERIORS

to come and crawl at niight.
Soifyousee, i

we have lots of different characters
il d female. The flami

monkey lamps that areby Seletti.
T ingoftl hash

donot have any tigers —the
peoplewho come here are
essentially the tigers. And that is
why wecall them the “tipsy
tigers”, We want them toget
drunk, we want them to enjoy the
alcohol and the beveragemenu
that wehave becauseit’s
absolutely fabulous. So that was
the wholeidea behind it. It's
starting from Stunderbans. And
ourmaincharacter wasthe
Royal Bengal tiger, we talk about
its power, the operation hours
from dusk to dawn.

What are the major design
elements of this space?

The space is 5,500sq ft in size and
we've played on the jungle
theme. So right as you enter, we
usethejungle wallpaper on the
ceiling, which yougenerally
don’tsee. And weare creating
the ambiencelike you're
entering a jungle and we've used

was “Kuchr hahive”
d “aap London se hai na so London
Jjaisa bannachahiye”, But the brief
wasalso thatit has to reflect
something which was Calcutta but
not Calcutta. Theidea was that we
wanted to make it a fun, chilled-out
space, yet make itlook very
luxurious. Thetwo area hard thing
to match because whenit’s fun, you
wantit to be very quirky, and cool
and young, And then luxurious
means, you're dealing with the
40-plus, because they inderstand the
quality and marrying the two was
like abit of a task. And that’s why in
my brief, I've written it had to be
Iuxurious, yet fim, you know,
traditional ina way, but very modern
at the sametime. So we werejust
tryingtomarry all these opposite
concepts together to come up with
somethinginteresting,

Istarted with the concept of
Sunderbans as I thought, “‘Why don’t
we take something that s close to
everybody’s heart and something
people could relate too’. T came up
with the idea because I had a
different vision where I wanted to
usea lot of plants, But eventually it
changed because you know how the
placeevolves, we can't useit. And
there area lot of other reasons too. So
we said, ‘Okay, let’s stick to the
Sunderban concept”, Let’s create the
jungle for all the tigers who are going
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i} b rfly lights. Then you
enter into the monkey zone with
the flora and the fauna and the
arches of the Sunderbans so
we've taken alot of greens from
there. The downstairsis mostly
for privateparties and you can
even useittosit downandhave a
drink in the eveningsif you don’t
wantvery lond music. There are
elements like reclaimed railings
from old north Caleutta homes.
Soif yousee all therailings, they
aredifferent because we haven’t
made them. We bought
everything that was beingsold as
junk. So we've used junk to
create somethingthat weliked.

And we must talk about the
black-and-white chequered
flooring, whichis a very colonial
thing. To modernise it, we've
used mirror strips. So we'veused
the mirror strips because
according to Vastu — and the
space is 100 per cent Vastu-
compliant — it deletes bad
energy and welcomes Lakshmi at
the sametime, The cageisto
tame the “tipsy tiger”, so to say.
Sowe're using things that go
with a tiger

Isee alot of the juxtaposition
of flora and fauma. How did
you do that?

The idea wasjungle theme where.
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tome, comes acrossasa very
female character. And hence, we
put them inthebathroom, because
it’spretty. Some of the elements
were hand-painted and then
digitised to print a wallpaper, and
we have used the works of Bengali
artisans as well. I think geometric
forms like stripes and dots have a
trippy effect. Combined with the
lighting in the place, ithas a very
trippy effect. We have these laser
beams that swrround the chairs to
make youfeel like you aresitting
inside acage.

Tell me about the bar area...

For the bar area, wehave used a
Brazilian quartz which has this
animal feel kind of paint on it to feel
like tiger skin. And weuse the
Ferris wheel, reminiscent of the
Bengali mela. Since that's the cash
counter, we wanted to use copper.

Tell me about the lights..
There are suspended ceiling

designed by Kimal who's the light
consultant. I would literally tell
him, Twant my pillar to belitup or I
want something tolook like rays
and he came up with the design.
Because there was a pillarin the
middle of the room, he designed it
like a tree with lights. The lights all
get synchronised soall thelights
that run around the nightelub can
change colours and thingslike that
Wehave theselaser beams that are
like crazy Lasers.

The washrooms, too. look
stunning..

Wehave alobby, where we can
hangout and wait. Thisislike a
place for people to socialise, ifthey
want to talk. And the other thingis
that the toilets arelike alittleselfie
zone. Everything is sourced locally,
except for some of the wallpapers
by Roberto Cavalli, because the
basically specialise in animal print
and we have used their fabric as
well (for upholstery in some places).

How do you introduce your
personal exposure or personal
signature styles to your
projects?

The two cities that have really
influenced me inmy life are
Calcutta and London. Calcutta is
where I've grown up and London
is where I'velived. Andfor me, T
wanted to reflect it through my
design. Since we were doing this
inCalcutta, and it has a British
past, we wanted to manry the two
and hence, you will seea lot of
British moldings, you will see
those colonial elements infused
with Bengali elements. And I
wanted to marry the two. So for
me, it was like a perfect identity
lere tohave abit of London, abit
of Calcutta existingin the same
place. And that only defines meas
apersonas well as. [would like to
Dbring the exposureof the West but
the warmth andhospitality of the
east
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CONTROLLING VECTOR BORNE
DISEASES IN WATERLOGGED AREAS

oor flood control, inappro-
Ppriale drainage facilities

and ignorance towards
hidden water pockets may in-
crease the risk of dengue, ma-
laria, and other water-borne dis-
ease epidemics.
Dengue  control  programs
should be initiated at the be-
ginning of the monsoon season.
Dengue virus transmission can
be prevented or reduced by con-
trolling the human-vector con-
tact by using insect repellents,
dressing in clothing that cover
arms and legs, and mosquito

nets.

Early identification is crucial
in the management of dengue.
Speaking about this, Prof. Dr.
Mangesh Tiwaskar, Consul-
tant Physician & Diabetolo-
gist, Mumbai, Former Gen-

Dr. Mangesh Tiwaskar
Consultant Physician
& Diabetologist

eral Secretary - API/ICP/PRF
opined, “Timely diagnosis and
proper disease management can
reduce the disease-related fatali-
ty to under 1%. Malaria and den-
gue testing should be increased
to catch the cases early. In case
of dengue, there is no direct an-

tiviral therapy and management
is supportive mainly consisting
of maintaining sufficient intra-
vascular volume. Doxycycline
is an antibiotic with anti-inflam-
matory activity and antiviral
action against dengue virus. It
also depicts immunomodulatory
activity by inhibiting inflamma-
tory pathways causing disease.”
As we know currently there is
no medicine or vaccine for den-
gue, hence all efforts must be
taken to prevent the mosquito
bite. In case, the fever persists,
the patient should get tested for
dengue. When diagnosed, a high
fluid diet is recommended to
be taken along with medicines.
It is important for patients to
rest, stay hydrated and seek
medical advice.

The Telegraph




